
serve the cause of the communi-
ty, and sooner arrest the progressof the disease. After vaccination
became universal here it was

pleasing to witness its effects, and
see those prejudices against it,which hitherto bad been among
many insurmountable, vanish; and
though in some individuals it did not
afford perfect immunity from the
smallpox, yet it had such an in-
fluence over this cruel disease,
as to disarm it of its terrors, and
to convert it into a mild and harm-
less complaint.
Re-vaccination has been car-

ried to a considerable extent with
a view to ascertain its efficacy.
As a test of the genuineness of
the previous disease, and as more

thoroughly infecting the system, it
has been without doubt advan-
tageous. But however much the
system has been saturated with
cow pock, the modified smallpox
has occurred afterwards. Hence
there must exist in some individu-
als after re-vaccination has ceased
to have any effect, a peculiarity
of constitution, that predisposes to
this disease ; and it is, I imagine,
u.poti this principally, and in part
110 doubt upon want of perfection
in the vaccine disease, that the
numerous failures of vaccination
depend.
Such are the most important

facts in relation to the origin and
course of this epidemic. M tiny
cases could be reported as they
were recorded at the bedside ;
but in detail they would be unin-
teresting, and would occupy too
great a portion of the Journal's
columns.

II.
"

From the London Mod. and Phys. Journal.
VACCINATION IN TURKEY.

Sir,—-I hope you will find it
convenient to insert in your next

Number the accompanying inter-
esting letter. It is translated
from a copy in French, which has
been transmitted to me within
these few days, by Dr. De -Cau-
ro. The facts which it discloses,
whether considered morally, me-
dically, or politically, are very
curious. He intended that it
should appear in the second vol-
ume of my Life of Jenner; but as
some time must elapse before it
can be published, I think it wrong
to withhold an account of this sig-
nal triumph of vaccination over
national and religious prejudices
till that event takes place. I
therefore transmit Dr. A.'s letter
for your Journal, which, during a

long series of years, has evinced
unwearied zeal and diligence in
recording every important cir-
cumstance connected with the
vaccine discovery.
I have the honor to remain,

sir, most faithfully yours,
J. Baron.

Gloucester, Nov. 2, 1827.
Copy of a Letter from Dr. Auban,
a French Physiciun, settled at
Constantinople for upwards of
thirty years, to Dr. Die Carro,
formerly of Vienna, noio of
Prague.

If during so long a time I have
not given you any sign of my being
alive, it is because vaccination in
this country no longer offered any
thing interesting : but an event,
which no one could have surmis-
ed, and which, in consequence,
has astonished all those who have
been made acquainted with it,
ought to be transmitted to you.
Before announcing it to you, I

should remind you that no Christ-
ian is ever permitted even to
touch any prince of the Ottoman
race, or still less to take :blood
from him in any way, or on any

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 1, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



account. The great revolution
that has been effected among the
Mussulman people since the de-
struction of the Janissaries has
changed every thing! The troops
placed on the footing of other Eu-
ropean soldiers,—the musket with
its bayonet,—the military music,
and nothing played except Eu-
ropean airs,—a drum-major, with
his great cane in his hand,—the
sappers preceding ihe regiments,
—the Grand Seignior himself in
general's uniform, ordering cer-
tain manoeuvres,—all these are
the prodigies which one can with
difficulty comprehend, and the
whole brought about in a very
short time indeed by one individu-
al, but he, in truth, a great man !
Vaccination performed the lGth

of May on three Sultans, or Sul-
tanes, (a title given only to infants
who are born on the imperial
throne,) and two other young la-
dies of the harem, proves bow
much every thing has been chang-
ed amongst this people.
On the 14th of May, one of the

physicians of the Sultan's seraglio
begged of me to go to his apart-
ments. He told me that he had
received a message from the
Echim Baehi, directing him to
request of me to hold myself in
readiness to go to vaccinate the
children of the Sultan,—to have
the vaccine matter always about
me., and not to remove any dis-
tance from Pera. 1 remarked to
him, that intrigues would cause
some other person to be chosen
to perform that operation. He
replied to me, " There are no

longer any intrigues that can
cause the order of the Sullnn
himself to be altered, who has
pointed out you on account of
your age, your nation, and your
name."

On the 16th, in the morning, an
order for me to go to the palace
with one of the physicians, who
would act as interpreter, was
transmitted to me. About nine
o'clock we were shown into a

chamber allotted to the Echim
Bachi, who made no delay in com-
ing. He caused the Kislar Aga
(the chief of the black eunuchs)
to be sent for, and immediately
we three were introduced. At
the first chamber where we stop-
ped, we found a young sultan, se-
ven or eight months old, who was
vaccinated forthwith. A [aw
minutes afterwards bis elder sis-
ter, about a year anda half old,
appeared ; she was also vaccinat-
ed; and then was brought in a still
younger princess, who was sub-
mitted to the same operation: and
all this took place without the
smallest difficulty or ceremony.
In two other apartments, two
young latiies were also vaccinated.The verification was adjourned
to the 23d of the same month,
The Echim Bachi, being sick, did
not come ; but we were intro-
duced notwithstanding, and all the
persons vaccinated were found
going on well, with a most beau-
tiful (trcs-bcllc) vaccine pock.
The 28lh of Ihe same month

we returned to the palace, and
the crusts which had formed left
no fear about the maturation of
the vesicles: all was finished, and
complete. The Kislar Aga re-
mitted me a very handsome pre-
sent on the part of his highness,
adding, " I have received this
from the hand of Ihe Grand Seign-
ior, to be given into yours. He
has sent it to you also to testify
his satisfaction with you. That
which you received the first day
was sent to you on the part of the
mother of the two young princes,
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We will now go home, to return
no more to this place until some
new prince be born."
You have here, as I think, a

piece of news which ought to be
transmitted to you. If you wish
for farther details, let me know,
and I shall consider it a duty to
satisfy you. All this was done
without the least mystery.

III.
SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN

JOURNALS.

Circumstances which Influence Sex
in the Reproduction oj Jinimals.
M. Garou de Buzareingues

published, in 1825, some experi-
ments relative to the reproduction
of various domestic animals, more
particularly of sheep. In a late
number of Majendie's Journal, be
has resumed this subject, and has
related ihe result of some experi-
ments made with two separate
flocks of sheep. In addition to
these, there are many observa-
tions on the sanie subject applied
to mares and cows ; hut the most
important relate to sheep.
A flock of sheep was divided

into two equal portions, and a

smaller or greater number of
male or female lambs were to be
produced, at the will of the pro-
prietor, in each of these. The
plan adopted in order to insure
this result, was to employ very
young rams in that division of the
flock from which it was desired
to obtain females ; and strong and
vigorous rams, of four or five
years of age, in that from which
males were to be procured. The
first division was also recommend-
ed to have a more abundant sup-
ply of food, and more repose than
usual, during the period of iui-

pregnation. The following table
will show the effect of the first
experiment :

Sex of the Lambs.
Age of the Mothers. M. F.
2 years .... 14 26
3 years .... 16 29
4 years .... 5 21
5 years and upwards 18 8

Total .... 53 84

At another farm :

2 years .... 7 S
3 years .... 15 14
4 years .... 33 14
5 years and upwards 25 24

Total .... 80 55

Another experiment is thus re-
lated:—A Hock of 10G sheep was
divided into two sectious of forty-
two each, one containing the
strongest ewes, of four and live
years of age ; the second, consist-
ing of the weakest, either less
than four or more than five years
old: the first section was intended
to produce a greater number of
females than the second ; and af-
ter having been marked, and
placed in a good pasturage, four
rams, of about ten months old,
were turned into them. The
other section received two strong
rams, each aged more than three
years. The remainder of the
flock, making up the number of
106, belonged to the shepherds ;
they are generally stronger and
better nourished than the rest,
and these, forming a third section,
were placed under circumstances
similar to the second.
The result of the lambing was

thus :
M. F.

First section ... 15 25
Second section . . 26 14
Third section ... 10 IS
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